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Gordon Arthur PAYNE (1896- )

Gordon Arthur Payne's connecƟon to North Lopham is by
residence.

Gordon's bother, BerƟe Fergus, also served in the Great War and
thankfully survived.

Gordon Arthur PAYNE, son of Arthur Williams PAYNE (c. 1862- ) and Agnes
Elizabeth GREAVES (c. 1865- ), was born on 21 December 1896 in
Kenninghall, Norfolk.1 2 He was bapƟsed on 7 March 1897 in Kenninghall1

In the 1901 Census (31 Mar 1901) he appeared at LiƩle Common in North
Lopham, Norfolk - 3, living with parents Arthur (43, agricultural labourer)
and Agnes (37), and siblings Osean (17, agricultural labourer), BerƟr (15,
agricultural labourer), Ethel (12, scholar), Augusta (9, scholar), Hagar (8,
scholar) and Edna (6, scholar).3

On 2 Apr 1911, (the 1911 Census), he was living at The Green in North
Lopham - 13m scholar, living with parents Arthur (53, farmer labourer)
and Agnes (45), sister Edna (14), and boarders Fred BAILEY (25, labourer)
and Bob KEEBLE (49, farm labourer).4

On 5 November 1915 there was a newspaper report in the Diss Express:

SOUTH LOPHAM.
WEDDING - On Monday last the marriage was solemnized at the
above church of BerƟe Fergus Payne (North Lopham), Private 1st
Norfolk Regt., now in France, from which he had obtained short
leave, he having been with the regiment from the commencement of
the War, and Dorothy Mary Holden, youngest daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Holden, Rectory Road, South Lopham. The ceremony was
performed by the Rev. C. J. Eastwood, Rector. The Misses Louisa Halls,
of Diss and Edna May Bailey, of North Lopham, acted as bridesmaids,
and Private Gordon Payne, 10th Norfolks, brother of the bridegroom,
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was best man. The bride, who was aƫred in a dress of white voile,
with lace veil and wreath of orange blossoms, was given away by her
father. A number of the inhabitants of both parishes were present at
the church, and a goodly company assembled for the wedding
breakfast which was held at the house of the bride's father.

The news report from of 5th November 1915 show that Gordon was in the
10th BaƩalion of the Norfolk Regiment. He also had an entry in the absent
voters, Private 16408, 2nd BaƩalion Norfolk Regiment. On his BriƟsh Army
Medal Roll Index Card it notes that he has three service numbers, all with
the Norfolk Regiment; 16408, 10086, 5763932. The last service number
relates to Gordon serving in India with a date of 10 June 1923 and the
award of the India General Service Medal with a Waziristan 1919-21 clasp
whilst with the 2nd BaƩalion of the Norfolk Regiment. Presumably Gordon
remained in the army aŌer the end of The Great War. No date for him
leaving the military has been found.

No further informaƟon - awaiƟng informaƟon from a secondary source.

(c) DFHG and Nigel Peacock 2026 2 5 September 2026



The Lopham Project (Family Historian Report)

Sources
1. PR - BapƟsm. Kenninghall, Norfolk. Cit. Date: 7 March 1897.
2. CR Birth. 1897 Q1 Guiltcross Norfolk Vol 4B Page 259. Cit. Date: Q1 1897.
3. 1901 Census. RG13 Piece 1866 Folio 12 Page 16 Schedule 109. Cit. Date:

31 March 1901.
4. 1911 Census. RG14 PN11745 RD239 SD2 ED18 SN24. Cit. Date: 2 April

1911.

(c) DFHG and Nigel Peacock 2026 3 5 September 2026


